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H 4538. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2990

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Wallace, Dunn, and O nshy

Read first tinme 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing mnor siblings to petition for
visitation with each other; and adding a new section to chapter 26.09
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 26.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A mnor child may petition the court for visitation with his or
her mnor sibling residing in a separate household. Except as provided
in subsection (2) of this section, this section applies to a mnor
child, whether there is or was a dissolution, |legal separation,
nodi fi cation of a parenting plan, or other court proceeding involving
either the petitioning child or the sibling with whom visitation is
sought..

(2) This section does not apply to children who are subjects of
shelter care or dependency proceedi ngs or otherwise in the custody of
the state under Title 13 RCW chapter 26.44 RCW or any other provision
of | aw.

(3) The mnor child s parent, guardian, custodian, or other
advocate may bring a petition on behalf of the m nor child.
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(4) The court shall order visitation if it finds that visitation is
in the mnor child s and the sibling's best interests. In nmaking this
determ nation, the court shall consider the follow ng, nonexclusive
factors:

(a) The love, affection, and strength of the relationship between
t he siblings;

(b) The length and quality of the relationship between the
si bl i ngs;

(c) The relationship between each of the <child' s parents,
guardi ans, custodians, or other persons with whom the children are
resi di ng;

(d) The nature and reason for the respondent's objection, if any,
to sibling visitation;

(e) The effect that granting visitation wll have on the
rel ati onship between the siblings and the parents or persons with whom
the siblings are residing;

(f) The residential tine-sharing arrangenents between the parents
and si blings;

(g) The good faith of the mnor child petitioning; and

(h) Any other factor relevant to the child' s best interest.

(5 The court shall not award visitation if there has been any
physi cal, enptional, or sexual abuse caused by either sibling to each
other, any other sibling, or any other mnor child. The court shal
consi der whet her any person with whom either sibling resides would be
subject to limtations under RCW 26. 10. 160.

(6) When ordering visitation, the court shall consider how
visitation will be conducted, in light of the relationship between the
persons with whom the siblings reside, and nmy order visitation
arrangenents that include supervised visitation or visitation between
siblings in |ocations other than one sibling s househol d.

(7) For the purposes of this section, "sibling" includes siblings
related by bl ood or adoption and stepsiblings.

--- END ---
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